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FACT SHEET
In Massachusetts
What is gambling?
Gambling is risking something of value
on the outcome of an event when the
probability of winning is less than certain.9

What is problem gambling?
Problem gambling is characterized by
gambling behavior which leads to adverse
consequences for the person who gambles,
others, and the community.10

What constitutes social gambling?
Social gamblers gamble for entertainment,
typically will not risk more than they can
afford, often gamble with friends, chase
losses briefly, gamble for limited periods
of time, and are not preoccupied with
gambling.11
See DSM-5 for clinical definitions

The Massachusetts Council
on Gaming and Health:
A Resource For Help
The Council’s Helpline provides live,
confidential, and compassionate support
24-hours a day, 7-days a week:

800-426-1234.

Helpline workers provide:
• Information about problem gambling
• Referrals to self-help groups, treatment
providers, and other community
resources.
For more information, visit
macgh.org or contact us at
info@macgh.org or 617-426-4554.

macgh.org
Helpline: 800-426-1234

The Massachusetts Department of Correction’s
prison population increased by 9% between
2005 and 2014. As of 2014 the prison population
reached 11,034 offenders.1 The Massachusetts
incarceration rate is approximately 200
incarcerated per 100,000 population compared
with the national average of about 500
incarcerated per 100,000.

Gambling & CORRECTIONS

Massachusetts takes substance use in prison
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Gambling in Prison
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Gambling in prison can take on many forms, including: card games, bingo,
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What We Can Do

Problem Gambling in the
Corrections System

1. Provide the court system with a pre-sentence investigation that
outlines specific recommendations for those with a gambling
disorder facing incarceration prior to sentencing. This allows or
more defined sentencing options for those with problem gambling
related issues.

Prisoners have the highest rates of gambling
disorder compared to any other known population.12
Fact
Sheet:
As
many
as one-third (33%) of criminal offenders
meet the criteria, and approximately 50% of crime
by these individuals is reportedly committed to
support their gambling behavior.12
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gambling disorder should be evaluated by a certified
problem gambling counselor and if their crime was
gambling related then they should be required to attend
Gamblers Anonymous meetings and/or professional
treatment to prevent re-incarceration and relapse.

Treatment and Recidivism Rates
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Gambling Treatment Court —
Signs of a Gambling Disorder
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For more information about gambling disorder, please refer to evaluation
tools provided by the DSM-5.
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